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| SPEECH. 


AT THE 


| COMMITTEE 


Sitting 1n the Gaild-hall on Wed- 
ne/day, the 5: ps RY; 


| Concerning the Breaches of the Pri- 


viledges of Parliament, by breaking open the 


Chambers, Studies, and Truncks, of the Lord 
XK'smbolton, and the reſt of the members of the 
Houſe of COMMONS, 


By his Ma1gsTIE accuſed of High 
ies Ann 1641. 
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MASTER GRIMSTON 
His Speechat the Commutctee,ſitting 
Tmnrhe Guilahatton Wedneſtay the5: of -anaary, 
concerning the breaches of the Priviledges' of 
Parliament,oy breaking open the Chamvers, Stu- 

dics , and Truncks of the Lord Kimbolton, 
and the reſt of the Metabers of the Houſe of --- 
Commons, by his Majeſtic accuſed 
cf High Treaſon, Anno, * Gem 
1641, R | 1 9 t 7: 


| Here is no Courts of Tudicature withinthis 

_ Kingdome of England, that have. ſeverall 

Rights and Priviledges appertaining and 

belonging unto them, and haveſuch power 

and authority in the ſeverall Iuriſditions of theſame 

Offices, that rhey may call to an Account, Proſecute 

and bring to Iudg<mear the infringers and breakers 
of the ſame. 


Of all theſe Courts there is none, yea put them 
all rogether, «they. are not of ſuch powe: and juriſdt- 
- &ion, bur inferior and ſubj-& to the Ordinances and 
Stacures of the High Courr ot Parliameat, 7 

UPS TOLI7 3 i: i, es 055079)  -ralllatine 


» © a_ - -— —_ —— 


RES % 
"x ; 'S - . - _- - 
Hit * F- Th S 
" {@ > y : ” :- F * xo bh, 1 - 
F # wy 4 
d 2 Ws iq. 
the name ofa Be 
. F . - - 
very 


itſtrikes with terroar 


a” | oY \ gf» o» 
preſſion, inflicted on them, unjuſtly, and maliciouſly, 


unto themſelyes Places and Offices of Power and 
Authority,both-in Churchand State. 


Maſter Speaker , This great and high. Conrt is 
notonely the powertulleſt ofall other Courts what- 
ſocver, but the prudenteſt and wiſeſtzmade and com- 
paRted onely of Men, ſound in Religion, well lear- 
ned, but ripe in their judgements, contracted from 
all parts of this Kingdome, Ele&ed and choſenwith 
the free conſent of the whole Body Politicke ofthe 
Kingdome, This great and high Councell, is nor 
onely of ſuch Powerand Wiſdome,: but endowed | 

and attended w; :hthe moſt and greateſt 'Priviledges 
thereof; tharno. onely the meaneſt of his Majeſties. 
SubjeRs, bur rhe greateſt Perſonages of the King- 
gdomeare in danger of infringers of the ſame, to.bee 
called'in queſtion, and by them puniſhed , 'There- 
foregive me leave, Maſter Speaker, to ſpeake ſome- 
whar of thePriviledgesin particular,incident and ap- - 
pertaining rothis wiſe Senate, and infpeaking there 

I ſhall _ obſerve theſethree particulars. '; 


2, Birkt, the Rightsand Priviledgesbelongingto. 
the ame, inthe free Votes and Tudicature thereof, 
o |. 3+ Seconds 
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2. Sec6ndly, the Rights and. Puivileds! 
' ngtothe Power and Turiſdicioniliee 

3. Thirdly , the Rights and WiiMledges i 
continuance thereof, being freely Called 
bled by his Majeſties Royall Authoritie, not tobe 
diffolved, orbroken off till all things agitated there 
in forthe good both of Churctrand Comon- wealth, 
be fully concluded and determined, 


Firſt, Maſter Speaker.concerning the Priviledgesof 

a Parliament belonging tothe free Votes and Indica- 
ture thereof, I ſhall obſervethefe particulars. 

Firſt, to ſpeake freely without interruption, or 

contradition inany Debage,Diſpute, or Argument, 


Ws; 


uponany buſines agitatedMthe ſame, being a Mem- 


« 


berrhereof, I conceive to bee one Priviledge of a 
Parliament: p = 
Secondly, not to bee queſtioned, or” any ſuch 
free Diſpute, Argument, or Debate, to be taxed, or 
' accuſed for the ſame, cither during the free Sitting 
thercof,or after is another Priviledge of Parliament. 
Thirdly, freely to give vote, oeinbne: orſen- 
tence uponthe reading ofany Bill,:;o be madea Lay, 
or any Bill, either of Attainder, or other Chargea- 
gainſt Delinquents, ad Crimind6us perfons,of the 
Stateat theirtrialuponthe ſame,isa third Privitedge 
of Parliament. mh SP | 
Fourthly, todefendand maintaine the free oy 


Iudgements, and fentences of the whole Houfe, 'b' 
Proteſtation, Remonſtrance, or other Declaration, t 
not conſented unto, or oppoſed by the Houſe of 
Lords, is a fourth Priviledge. - __ 
"T = . * ' Fittly, 
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.. Fiftly, foray member of the Houſe, not to-bee 
accuſed of anytime, or impeached for Treaſon, 
by any perſonarſoever , during the continuance 
of the Parliament , for things done in the ſame, 
wirhour legall accuſation, and proſecution of any 
Juch member,by the whole houſe, is another privi- 
ledge of Parliament, | 
Eixtly , not to bee apprehended upon ſuch im- 
peachment, or arreſted by any Officer, or to have 
upon ſuch accuſation, their Chambers, Truncks, and 
Studies broken open, their bookes and writings ſei- 
zed upon, without conſent or warrant of the whole 
Parliament, is another priviledge of the ſame: And 
thus much Maſter Speaker, ſhall ſuffice to be ſpoken 
concerning the Priviledges, and Rights of Parlia- 
ment, pcrtinent to the {ubjeR, of which I am to 
Tpeake: I come now tothe ſecond thing I propoſed 
to your audience, which was the Rights and Privi- 


Tedges belonging to the power and jurisdi&ion of 


the Parliamcnt: In which I ſhall obſerve theſe par- 
ticulars., . | 

Firſt, toconſult and conſider of what lawes are 
fitto bemade, and enacted inthis Kingdome , for 
the good government thereof, is one priviledge be- 


Jonging to the power , and Turifdicion of this high 


Court. -: 

© Secondly, tojuſtifie, and abrogate, repeale,make 
void, to ratifie and confitme,cſtabliſh and maintaine 
Lawes,Statutes, and Ordinances, made and enacted 


by preccedentParliaments,by,Councels of State, or 


other Coutts of judicature, is a ſecond priviledge 
pertaining to the power and jurisdiction ofthe Par- 


Lament. Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,to give Subſidics,toihlily ies; to impoſe 
loanes, and other charges upallli@Subjee, is ano= 
ther priviledge belonging to Wepawer and juril- 
diction of the Parliament, TORT 


' Fourthly, to accuſe or impeach any incendiaries 
or delinquents in this Kingdome, of any crime no- 
_ torious tending to the prejudice of his Majeſty, or 
any of his loyajl Subjects, wherher it be for Treaſon, 
or otherwiſe, bee they membersof the Parliament, 


or no : is another priviledge belonging to the power 


and Jurisdi&tion of the Parliament..- © 1 

_ Fiftly and laſtly, to proceedand bring to judge- 

' ment ſuch perſonsſo accuſed or impeached, for any 
crime whatſoever, is another priviledge belongin 

ro the power and juriſdidtion of this Court. And 

thus muchof the rights and priviledges/belonging 

ro the powerand juriſdiction of a Parliament. 

And now M, Speaker, 1 come to the laſt thing I 
mentioned to you, concerning the priviledges be- 
longing tothe continuance and tree fitting, till all 
things be concluded of, for the good government 
both of Church and State : In which Iſhallalſo ob- 
ferve theſe particulars. - 

Firſt, that for a Parliament , when freely called, 
and aftzmbled by Royall Authority, not ro be,to 
dcbate, or argueany. one particular buſines, appoin= 
ted by any perfor-whatlocver, is one priviledge be- 
longing tothe continuance of a Parliament. 

Secondly , not to breake off, or diſſolve a free 
Parliament , untill all the griey nces, and opprefſit- 
on of all His Majcſties:loyall{ubjcs, bee fully re- 
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ther priviled oc bclonging to on continuance of : a. 4 : 
Parliataent . | Y 
And thus baving brictely declared to you, - the, | 
power and jurisdictionoÞa. Parliament, above. vg 
other Courts of judicattif& in this land, the wiſe», © © 
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dome andipo icy of a Parliament above all other, 2 
Counccls,:the rights and priviledges of a Parlias, Y 
meat it reſpe& of the free: vates. and. judicature 
thereof; the power andjurisdicon thereof, and 3s. 
free continuancethereaf: I humbly leave tothecons 
fideration of this Houſe, whether the _—_—_— of q 
theſe Gentlemen accuſed by bis Majeſt the. - 
_ breaking open (upon this their ion. 
oftheir Chambers, Truncks, and. Studics, _ 4 A | 
/ Not a breach of ſome. af the privi: > i 
ledges of Parliament, which: I 
have mentioned un- 
fo you. 
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